


These facts are a sobering reminder that the quest to close the digital divide has to be an integral part of a deeper 

commitment by policymakers and regulators to tackle poverty and empower all Californians. That is why the 

California Emerging Technology Fund and a wide array of civic leaders and community organizations across the state 

are supporting the Internet For All Now Act, Assembly Bill 1665, to continue the California Advanced Services Fund 

to support broadband deployment in unserved and underserved areas, and promote broadband to assist low-income 

households get online. 

The Internet For All Now Act was introduced by Assembly members Eduardo Garcia, Cecilia Aguiar-Curry, Chris 

Holden and Kevin McCarty, with principal co-authors David Chiu, Susan Talamante Eggman, Kevin Mullin, and co­

authors Anna Caballero, Mike Gipson, Reginald Jones-Sawyer, Marc Levine, Jose Medina, Eloise Gomez Reyes, Blanca 

Rubio and Jim Wood - an impressive list of legislators. Assembly and Senate policy committee Chairmen Miguel 

Santiago and Ben Hueso recognize the need for action and are encouraging negotiations among stakeholders to reach 

consensus. These legislators are true trailblazers to ensure California remains economically competitive and a national 

leader in closing the digital divide. 

Given the potential for technology to provide equality in access to information, services and participation in the 

democracy coupled with its power to transform lives for a better future and accelerate gains in economic prosperity, it 

is an imperative to close the digital divide for California's future. We urge the Legislature and governor to immediately 

approve and expeditiously implement the Internet For All Now Act. 

Barbara O'Connor is an officer and director of the California Emerging Technology Fund, and she is emeritus 

professor of communications and director of the Institute for the Study of Politics and Media, California State 

University, Sacramento. She can be contacted at boc@csus.edu. 
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