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Photo: Sunne Wright McPeak, president and CEO, California Emerging Technology Fund.

Today at the 2008 Rural Connection Workshop in Redding, California, Connected Nation and the California
Emerging Technology Fund (CETF) announced a partnership to support broadband acceleration efforts in
California's rural regions. The partnership intends to leverage Connected Nation's successful experiences working
jointly with community leaders and technology companies to implement efforts that ensure rural communities can
seize the promise of broadband-enabled opportunities.

Kicking off the partnership efforts at CETF's Rural Connection Workshop, Connected Nation presented details of its
broadband acceleration model and discussed relevant best practices with participants. As identified in recent
broadband mapping efforts, rural areas of California typically lag behind more densely populated areas in terms
of broadband availability. Community leaders in those areas are working to ensure they too can access the
economic and quality of life benefits that accompany access to the technology. Key to closing this gap is identifying
and increasing the demand for broadband and implementing programs that improve technology literacy and use.

"Connected Nation is happy to be working with the California Emerging Technology Fund and to be a part of the
Rural Connection 2008 Workshop," Mark McElroy, Connected Nation COO, said. "We have had the opportunity to
work closely with numerous states to bridge the digital divide and have seen great successes that will benefit rural
California as well. Closing the digital divide is key to ensuring the long-term communal and economic health of the
regions' residents. In any community, it involves both enhancing supply and nurturing demand."

"The California Emerging Technology Fund is committed to working with the elected officials and civic leaders from
rural counties to aggregate demand for broadband in an effort to attract private investment in bringing high-
speed Internet access to Northern California communities," stated Sunne Wright McPeak, president and CEO. "We
are impressed with the local leaders who have stepped forward in every region to work together. And, we are
especially pleased to partner with Connected Nation to make their expertise from across the nation available to
Northern California leaders."

Connected Nation is a national 501 (c)3 non-profit organization.

Related Products and Services



Do not sacrifice durability & portability for computing performance -- use the
GoBook MR-2 : Ridgeline Technology

Keep up-to-date with the latest resources relating to IT in the government sector :
Related Industry Resources

Explore our resources outlining different approaches to IT implementation in
government : Related Industry Resources

Meet the unique challenges of implementing IT in government by accessing our
resources : Related Industry Resources

Latest News in Wireless / Mobile / Broadband

Broadband Opportunities Accelerate in Rural California

Ohio 9-1-1 System Facing Critical Funding Challenges, Says Report

Spain Has Too Much Advertising on Television, Says EC

Pew Survey Offers Snapshot of Evolving Internet Use

Wireless AMBER Alerts Available in Arizona

Governor Schwarzenegger Announces Wi-Fi Internet Access at Calif. State Capitol
European Commission Approves $6.65 Million for Broadband in Scotland

Alaska State Cell Phones Headed to Soldiers

Report Explains Broadband Leadership, Need for Strategy

Arlington to Webcast City Council Meetings

View All Wireless / Mobile / Broadband

Latest Government Technology News

Personal Information of Six Million Chileans Posted Online - May 12

NASCIO Mid-Year Conference Presentations, Surveys Available Online - May 12

Songdo, City of the Future, Under Construction in South Korea - May 9

New York City, London Announce "Innovation Exchange" Program - May 9

Covington, Virginia First in Commonwealth to Implement Online Citizen Service Request System - May 9

View All Government Technology News

Industry Solutions for Government

Read real world deployments of technology in government from our sponsors.

o Cyber Security Cases
o Economic Development Cases
e Enterprise Cases

View All Industry Solutions

Marketplace

o Shared Services Solutions Library from Oracle
o Strategy Reports and Papers from the Center for Digital Government




o Vendor-Sponsored Case Studies Created by Government Technology
e IT Governance Solutions Briefs from CA
o Municipal Wireless: Improving Services through Real-Time Access

ASA 5510

With firewall, IPS,
network anti-virus, and

We'!d |ike to get - VPN capabilities
to know you. $2743.12

Survey the Govtech.com website
for a chance to win $250!

TAKE THE SURVEY #

StorMaglic-

T FREE DOWNLOAD
roductS  urce Best Practices for Storage

Emergency Operations Center Consolidation in State &
Highlighted Contracts Local Govermments

Implementing )
il




Camera and Voice — O

Enter
Adobe® Acrobat
Connect™Pro

Learn more about "‘

Xerox®Phaser®
6180MFP Series
Starting at $87499"

$125 instant savings
xerox ()
(Learn More » )

*After savings, offer ends 5/31/08

Magazines: Magazine Sites, Government Technology, Digital Communities, Public CIO, Emergency Management,
Texas Technology, Email Newsletters, Advertise

Resources: Site Map, Search, Events,

Video, Slide Shows, Case Studies, Privacy Policy, News Feeds (RSS), MyGT

Top 10 News Topics: CIO/CTO, Economic Development, Emergency Management, Funding, Geospatial, Green,
Health Services, Policy /Management, Public Safety /Justice, Security

Site owned by e.Republic, Inc., the nation's leading publishing, research, event, and new media company focused




on information technology for the state /local government and education markets.
Government Technology Magazine

Government Technology Magazine provides information technology (IT) case studies, applications, news and best
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