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Despite efforts to increase availability, 26% of K-12 students and nearly 40% of low-
income students in California still did not have reliable internet access in fall 2020,
according to an April 2020 statewide survey by the Public Policy Institute of

California.

The 2019 American Community Survey showed rural areas had the lowest
broadband subscription rates. Limited connectivity may reduce access to telehealth,
which is important because rural areas face shortages of physicians and mental

health providers, according to PPIC.

“I want to build on what we have, so that we are truly connecting more California

families to broadband and all the resources that comes with that,” Padilla said.

Though California qualifies for a minimum of $100 million, much more could be

available, Padilla said.

“California is ahead of the game, because of how long we have been at it,” Padilla
said. “And also because of the state commitment to broadband. We aren’t starting
from scratch, but we need precision in determining where the underserved and

unserved areas of the state are”

States like California that are already working on their own database to determine
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California Gov. Gavin Newsom signed Senate Bill 156 in July, which provides $6
billion in funding over several years to construct a state-owned open access middle-
mile broadband network and last mile projects to connect unserved households and

businesses with local networks. The bill was part of a package agreed to by the

governor and Legislature that included several bills to further the state’s efforts to

provide high-speed internet access to everyone.

The COVID-19 pandemic created an environment where there is bipartisan support
for funding to make online learning accessible to all students and telehealth
available to unserved and underserved communities including rural areas and tribal
communities, Hovis said. Though there was opposition to some aspects of the
federal infrastructure bill, there was support on both sides of the aisle for

broadband funding, she said.

All states will get the minimum, but there are other pots of money available for

equity that will require good FCC maps at the address level, Hovis said.

The pots of money available through not just the federal infrastructure bill, but
through other programs, need good planning at the state level and good data and
California has that, Hovis said. Some states have done nothing to work toward
universal broadband, and they will have a harder time qualifying for federal grants,

she said.





