
 
 

CALIFORNIA EMERGING TECHNOLOGY FUND CETF 
Board of Expert Advisors  
Artificial Intelligence (AI) 

Panel Presentation and Conversation  
Thursday, April 16, 2024 

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. AGENDA 
 

Purpose of the Convening  
Advance inclusive, ethical AI through strong governance, Affordable Internet Access, and Digital Literacy—
empowering communities to expand opportunity and close the Digital Divide. 

9:00 
 

I. Convene and Welcome 
 

Luis Arteaga  
Chair, CETF Board of Expert Advisors 

 

Sunne Wright McPeak 
President and CEO  

California Emerging Technology Fund 
 

9:04  CETF Policy Update Kyle O’Ryan 
Policy and Communications Director CETF 

  

 CETF Overview - “Co-Intelligence:  Living and 
Working with AI”  
(Overview of key themes from the work of Ethan 
Mollick, Co-Director, Generative AI Labs, Wharton 
School, University of Pennsylvania) 

  

Kat Zigmont 
Senior Vice President CETF 

9:10 II. Artificial Intelligence Panel  
Introduction and Opening Remarks 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Carlos Ramos  
Director CETF 

Former California State CIO 
Principal Consultant, Maestro Public Sector  

 

Barb Yellowlees 
Director CETF 

Chair, Nominating Committee and  
Telehealth Committee 

CEO, RoboPath, Inc.  
 

9:15 III. Artificial Intelligence in Schools: Equity, Safety, 
and Access 
 How can schools use Artificial Intelligence to 

address achievement gaps while promoting 
equity? 

 What risks does Artificial Intelligence pose to 
students, and how can schools and districts 
mitigate those risks? 

 How large is the future opportunity gap between 
schools with access to Artificial Intelligence tools 

and copilots, and those without? 

Mike Lawrence 
Member, CETF Board of Expert Advisors 

District Director of Information and 
Technology 

ABC Unified School District  
 

Rae Fearing  
Director of Programs  

California Association for Leading Innovation 
in Education (CALIE) 

 

Dr. Ruth Perez 
Deputy Superintendent 

Los Angeles County Office Education (LACOE) 



 

9:50 IV. Artificial Intelligence Investment  
and Economic Risk 
”An AI Bubble Won’t Trigger a Financial Crisis” 
 Why are risks associated with Artificial 

Intelligence investment failures more likely to 
remain contained rather than spread across the 
broader economy? 

 What does equitable Artificial Intelligence look 
like in practice? 

 Who is most at risk of being left behind by 
Artificial Intelligence adoption, and what actions 
and investments in affordable Internet access, 
digital literacy, and workforce reskilling are 
required to achieve equitable outcomes? 

Lenny Mendonca 
Director CETF  

Former Chief Economic and Business 
Advisor for Governor Gavin Newsom 

Senior Partner Emeritus, McKinsey and Co. 
 

Martin Neil Baily 
Brookings Institute Sr Fellow Emeritus 

Senior Advisor, McKinsey Global Institute 

10:25 V. CENIC Artificial Intelligence Resource (CENIC AIR) 
 Why are shared platforms such as the Corporation 

for Education Network Initiatives in California 
essential to advancing scientific innovation? 

 How can Artificial Intelligence and 
high-performance networks expand equitable 
access to research, education, and innovation? 

 How does the Iron Horse Vineyards living 
laboratory model demonstrate the potential for 
inclusive, rural, field-based Artificial Intelligence 
research and workforce development? 

 

Louis Fox 
Member, CETF Board of Expert Advisors 

President and CEO  
Corporation for Education Network Initiatives 

in California (CENIC) 
 

Tom DeFanti 
Professor Emeritus 

University of Illinois Chicago  
University of California, San Diego 

 

Joy Sterling 

Member, CETF Board of Expert Advisors 
CEO, Iron Horse Vinyards 

  

  

11:00 VI. Data Center Environmental Impacts  
 How do we stop Artificial Intelligence data 

centers from becoming the next environmental 
injustice? 

 What guardrails are needed to make data center 
growth fair and transparent? 

 How do we grow Artificial Intelligence without 
trading community health for innovation? 

 

Cynthia Mackey 
Member, CETF Board of Expert Advisors  

CEO, Winning Strategies 
Chair, Tech Exchange 

 

11:15 VII. Observations and Conclusions 

 Who gets to shape the default worldview of  

Artificial Intelligence systems today, and what 

would need to change to ensure we are not 

compounding or perpetuating inequality at a 

higher technological level? 

 Will Artificial Intelligence widen the economic gap 

faster than policy can respond, and what is one 

clear way we are already seeing Artificial 

Intelligence widen inequality right now? 

 When Artificial Intelligence harms underserved 

communities, who should be accountable, and  

if we fail to act, where do we expect the gap to be 

in five to ten years? 

CETF Directors and Advisors 

 

12:00  ADJOURN  


